Staff Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am-1pm
Joseph P. Monahan, Pastor Office Phone: 973-584-7349
Sharon Yarger, Associate Pastor for Faith Formation — |Fax: 973-584-0714
Mary Lou Ballentine, Pastor Emerita Email:sumcnj@optimum.net
Audrey Schultz, Choir Director Pastor: joemonahan@optonline.net
Trisha Irving, Secretary Website:www.sumcnj.org
Charlie Schubiger, Sexton Saturday Worship: 5:00 pm Fellowship Hall
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am Sanctuary

Lenten Soup Suppers continues on Wednesdays intuenigh March 24th.
We begin with delicious homemade soup at 6:3@pththen launch into a program of
learning and growth in discipleship. Our studgadied
“24 Hours that Changed the World."This DVD-based series from Adam Hamilton bring|s
into focus the last day of Jesus’ life, movingaisinderstand what the cros®eans for our

lives. A companion 40-day devotional guide is aafalé for $5.

During Lent, we’ll be digging deeper into the pree of prayer, each weekend learning ab i ut
and practicing different ways of praying. Praygethe most fundamental spiritual discipling:
those who pray faithfully live faithfully. Comeld some new tools to your prayer toolbox!.

April 1, Holy Thursday
7:30pm Worship with Holy Communion at SUMC
April 2, Good Friday
5:00pm Crosswalk at Ledgewood Baptist Chupsh Main St., Ledgewood 07852)

about 5:45pm - Worship at Ledgewood Baptist Church
April 3, Holy Saturday / Easter Eve
5:00pm SNA! Easter Eve Celebration with Holy Conmmon at SUMC
April Baster Sunday
6:30am - Sunrise Worship at Horseshoe Lake witst Hresbyterian Church
7:15am - Breakfast at SUMC
9:00am & 10:30am - Easter Worship with Holy Commuarat SUMC




Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from tleedln and was led by the Spirit in the wilder-
ness, where for forty days he was tempted by thié de — Luke 4:1-2a, NRSV

It's one of the most enduring images of Lent, lstalso a jarring idea: Jesudesl by the Spirit
in the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. st is a necessity; it's part of God'’s plan.
Jesus knows what it means to be tempted — realipted. | don’t think that what happened in
the desert was just for show. If there was no ceani failure, then it wasn't really a temptation,
was it? No. Christ’s run-in with the devil muste been terrible enough, and difficult enough
that he wouldn’t wish it upon any of his followerSo he taught us to prajead us not into
temptation. But the simple fact that he taught us to pray filightens me a little bit.

It frightens me because | fear what he really mesfttsat the path of discipleship goes right
through the wilderness. “The servants are not altee master,” Jesus says (Matthew 10:24).
If Jesus faced the wilderness, it seems to meatbahust be ready to face it too.

Sometimes we fail to see that because when wetlheavord temptation, we trivialize it. At
church, we're in polite company, so we talk abaeihl tempted by desserts and chocolate.
Fattening stuff, yes, but not soul-killing stuff.you want to know about faith, try talking to
someone whom God has led through the wilderneaddittion to sex, or alcohol, or drugs.

Praise God that not every disciple must walk treedkdestructive paths. For most of us, our
temptations are much more subtle — though equaililslling.

Look at the three temptations the devil offers desuLuke 4:1-13: to turn stones into bread, to
perform a dramatic aerial show that will ‘proveshientity to the crowds, to assume the throng
and rule of the whole world. None of those are thaugs, are they? Wall have to eat. God
wantsthe world to know who Jesus is. We believe thtahately Jesus will return to rule over
the nationanyway Whyshouldn’tJesus just give in? It sounds a whole lot edisanr a cross.

The devil is so terrible precisely because he wtdrds subtlety. He understands how easy it i
for us to do the right thing in the wrong way, oo the right thing for the wrong reasons. He
knows we like to keep our mouths shut in the nafmpeace, when what's needed is a strong
word to correct an injustice. He knows we findasy to rely on ourselves and hard to rely on
God. It's the devil’'s subtlety that makes him smgerous. Most of the time we don’t even
recognize the temptation until after we’ve alregdyen in!

For disciples, it isn’tvhetherwe will find ourselves in the wilderness, lwiien God’s Spirit
leads us in paths of ministry and service that pridlsent us with difficult choices. | wonder:
will we recognize the devil when we meet him?

| pray we will. And | pray too that the Spirit wieads you into the wilderness will also lead yo
out.

Peace,




GIFT CARDS, GIFT CARDS, GIFT CARDS, GIFT CARDS, GIF CARDS
Shop Rite, Acme and Sussex Meat Packing Gift Cards

Every card you purchase from SUMC provides money to the General Fund (5% for Shop
Rite and Acme; 10% for Sussex Meat Packing.) And it truly adds up! If you are like me, |
easily spend $150 each week at Shop Rite. My average yearly spending is about
$7,500. Multiply that by 5% and you realize that $375 is given directly to the church.
Just imagine the benefit to the church if each family used gift cards to purchase
groceries. We all go grocery shopping so why not use gift cards at the checkout instead
of debit cards or checks. It's so simple! All you need to do is write a check payable to
"SUMFCP" for the gift card amount you choose. | will give you the gift card and you go
shopping. If you only use a portion of the gift card, the balance stays on the card for next
time. Please note that you can shop online at Sussex Meat. Visit their website at
www.sussexmeat.com There you will see wonderful gift ideas and weekly specials. You
can use your gift card to pay for your order when you pick it up. Please stop by and see
me in Fellowship Hall or call me. | deliver! Thank you, Joanne Page (973)584-6650.
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Are you looking for a book?
Maybe a resource for your Sunday
School class— or a parent’s guide on
raising children in a Christian home.
How about resources for
interpreting the Bible or just a
light, uplifting devotional book?

Well, please visit the
Jane K. Hopper Memorial Library
located in the Asbury Classroom.

Feedback and book suggestions are

! #$$ welcomed! Please contact the office at
% & ( 973-584-7349 or email us at
sumcnj@optimum.net.
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* UMYF Sub Sale by the Numbers

% 90 subs and 27 salads made with 24 Ibs of meat and 9 Ibs of provolone,

7 40 plus people bought subs and/or made donations, 21 teenagers got up
early on a snowy Saturday morning...$ 727 profit made to support our

2 youth to be in mission at Christian Outreach Project. !! Our thanks to

¥ Pizza Hut Ledgewood for their salad greens and pepperoni donations

* (and 8 delicious pies on Saturday), Mr. Dave Brown for our Pizza Hut

- connection, Mr. Angel Martinez for the great deal on the meat, cheese,

+ and rolls, and to our very generous church family for their orders and

i donaions. Thank you!
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UMC 101 — Drew — The First Methodist Seminary

What is today Drew University began in 1867 asmaisary — one of the oldest of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. John Wesley, the founder of é#m, placed a premium on education, but|n
the early days of the movement much of the traifomgpreachers relied on self-study according
plans drafted by Wesley himself. As Methodism gnewhe United States, church leaders recog
nized a need for formal education for pastors1867, Daniel Drew founded the Drew Theologicl
School with a gift of $250,000 and establisheddimpus on the former estate of the Gibbons
family, who, like Drew, had made their money in gteamboat business. The Gibbons’ large
plantation-style home, now known as Mead Hall indroof Daniel's wife Roxanna Mead, stands|as
the centerpiece of the Madison campus. Ironicalymany accounts Daniel Drew himself was
nearly illiterate. His business dealings were sehat unscrupulous and marked by intense perspnal
rivalry, notably with Cornelius Vanderbilt. He maways he was the unlikeliest of candidates to
establish a seminary. During the 1870s, his paidontune collapsed, leaving him nearly pennilgss.
Of all the things Daniel Drew built in his lifetimenly the seminary he founded remains to testify t
his memory and his faith. — JPM




% &' )'(* +, -% %
/1 0 1
) +
I 2 $ 3 2 2
& )
+
4 &) + , 95
2 0
6 7 7
8 7 5 9/ 5 1
)8
I 2 2 ?

AR,
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION




Acolyte Schedule
"1 2% x4
"3 4
"$) 5 6 4
||$7 *
' B 2 O
! '
2 # $ %
3 6 | I
P
: !
I & I
, | ! % !
7 (! )
4 I I
C *DE# 2*" ) *
351%BEF, ‘ I
I &
' ’ | &

Human Relations Offering
Human Relations Day is one of the Special Sundays of The United
Methodist Church, which encourages social justice and work with
at-risk youth. Because of your offering, caring ministries continue
— providing childcare, after-school tutoring, gang intervention,
work with at-risk teens, outreach with current

and former prison inmates, homeless services, h umadn
emergency aid, jobs training and more. Please I"Elﬂtlﬂllﬁ

use the envelope found in this month’s Steeple H H H
for your donation and mail it back to the ‘ u H l
church. Your generosity is appreciated!!




Building Fund Update

My sincere appreciation to all of you that continue to support this major campaign which
will provide some of the needed repairs and updates to our Sanctuary, Education Building
and church grounds! For those of you who might not be familiar with our Building Fund
Campaign, we started a three year plan to raise $150,000 starting in May of 2008 which
would be used to install an elevator (completed last year), repair and upgrade our
Sanctuary and eventually repave our parking lot. As of this month, we have raised slightly
over $93,000 against our goal of $150,000. From the $93,000 raised, approximately
$70,000 was spent to install the elevator. We are currently looking at an estimated cost of
approximately $45,000 to repair our Sanctuary ceiling, walls and floors, install new
padded pews and carpet, along with a fresh coat of paint. Our targeted time frame to do
these repairs and modifications will be in August of this year, during the time that we
normally worship with our neighbors at the Presbyterian Church. We currently have
slightly over $23,000 in the fund which is slightly half of what we need to do the Sanctuary
‘facelift’ in the August time frame. If you have pledged to the Building Fund, we will
continue to appreciate your strong support to this campaign. If you are not currently
pledging or would just like to make a contribution towards this project, please contact me
or any one of the Trustees who are all very familiar with the Building Fund. One added
note — Part of this campaign also includes the ability to buy a new pew or chair for our
Sanctuary which can be installed in honor or memory of a loved one. This is another
option that you might want to consider if you are not currently donating, but would be
interested in supporting.

We ask for your continued support and prayers for our church and for the growth of this
fund which will allow us to keep our buildings and grounds in good condition for all of our
worship experiences. Please contact me at 973-584-1833, with any questions or
concerns on the Building Fund.

Building Fund Chairperson
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